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Our thoughts are with those who perished on 
September 11, 2001. On this commemorative 
anniversary and always, we sh.all never forget. . · 
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Reflections 
September 11, 2002 ············································ 
JOE KALEITA / CFF 
. Thousands gathered in front of the reflecting pond du.ring a memorial service Wednesday night. 
. "I was getting my shots for UCF in the doctor's 
· office at Sand Lake Hospital. This hysterical lady came 
in crying and.told us the first tower got hit. The.hos-
pital people sent me home and told me to come 
back later. so I hurried home and watched the news 
for the rest of the day." . 
-Annika Adams. Sophomore 
"I didn't find out [about the terrorist attacks] 
until 11 a.m. I went to the library after my class and 
heard somebody talking on their cell phone ask 'Did 
we get bombed?' I didn't realize the extent of every-
thing until I we.nt home and .found all my room- _ 
. mates in our living room watching the news." 
-John Raible. Sophomore 
"I had a bunch of family from Indiana come 
into town that day so we all went to the Magic 
Kingdom. but we were evacuated an hour after we 
got there. They just made us leave without giving us 
a reason: so we didn't find out what happened until 
we turned on the radio in the parking lot." 
-Alice Weber. Senior 
"I was lifting weights at the YMCA in Blanchard 
Park, ~rnd a man ran in from his car and started 
yelling for us to turn on our TVs It was right after 
the first tower got hit and everyone stopped what 
they were doing and just stared. Some people 
formed a circle and started praying. and the aerobics 
class even stopped. People seemed scared to go 
· home." 
-Stephanie Smith, Sophomore 
"It was particularly emotional for me. because 
my roommate and I had just gotten back the previ-
ous weekend from a week-long vacation in New York 
-At nine in the morning, I heard my roommate sob-
bing hysterically. I couldn't understand what she was 
trying to tell me. so I ran into her room and she had 
the T.V. on. We both just curled up in her big blan-
ket and watched the news there all day. All I could 
think was. 'That could have been us."' 
-Jennifer Gibbs. Senior 
"I was in my car on my way to school. and I 
remember being mad because all the radio stations 
had the news on. Then I actually started listening to 
the news ~nd freaked out. Everyone at school was in 
the Student Union watching the news on a big screen 
and people were crying. It was really emotional see-
ing it happen like that for the first time." 
-Ryan Price, Junior 
"Sept. ff is my birthday. so I was lying in bed 
planning what I was going to do that night. Then 
my mom ran into my room sobbing because she 
knew people that worked in the World Trade Centfr. 
We tried calling them but couldn't get though. so we 
spent the rest of the day communicating with our 
family in New York to see if they'd heard anything." 
-Tony Moretta. Junior 
"I decided to skip .class and go surfing that 
morning right across from Patrick Air Force base. 
There were people flying around with helicopters and 
guys with guns running around everywhere. I 
thought it crazy and djdn't know what was going 
on 
-Keith Welch, Senior 
"I actually saw it ·happen live in my film class. 
We all thought t~e teacher was just showing us a 
video for effect. and I actually got up and checked the · 
VCR to make sure there wasn't a tape in it. The father 
of onf of my classmates was on the top floor, but the 
classmate didn't really react because he didn't re(11ize 
his dad was there until later that day." 
-Jason Johns, Freshman 
"I was getting ready for class. and my mom 
called and pleaded with me. to stay in my apartment. 
I drove to school anyway. only to find a mad rush of 
people trying to leave campus because classes had 
just gotten cancelled. It was nuts." 
-Erica Marshall. Junior 
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HoW we've changed 
DUFFY HERY 
STAFF WRITER 
On an ordinary ·day in the Student 
Union, many students will chatter about P. 
Diddy's new video, others will rant about ·. 
unreasonable class assignments. Most will 
complain about the lack of parking spots 
and some will reminisce about a keg party 
from last weekend. 
This Wednesday, many of those con-
versations in the Student Union seemed to 
cease and the Student Union grew a little 
qliieter. Students were a little more somber 
this week - they forgot to complain about 
parking spaces and assignments and 
instead became shocked and sadden agaill 
as the first anniversary of Sept. 11 
approached. 
Tu commemorate the anniversary of 
the unprovoked attacks that claimed the 
lives of nearly 3,00 civilians, some students 
chose to attend campus and community 
events, some quietly reflected with others 
about their fears and their grief and while 
most have moved on with their lives, every-
one remembered how Sept. 11 affected 
them. 
Junior Janice Del Valle says she has 
grown extremely paranoid since last year. 
"I usually go to New York every ·year, 
but·this year, I didn't go mainly because I 
felt awkward by the surroundings," she 
said. "Going to visit family in.New York will 
¥never be the same. 
"I still feel uncomfortable in tall build-
ings," she said. 
Sophomore Jennifer Coronado says . 
she can't help but stereotype Arabic peo-
ple. 
"It's bad stereotyping people," she 
said. "But when the terrorist attacks hap-
pened, I just couldn~t ·help it, I became cau-
tious." 
Most students said the tragedy was a 
wake up call for them - it instilled a sense 
of patriotis]Il in students that many said 
they had never felt before. 
"I believe that patriotism faded away, 
and I am upset that only a terrible tragedy 
can bring this country together," said soph-
omore Bryan Nguyen. 
Said senior Melame Brown, "This 
attack has made me more aware and proud · 
of the men and women who fight in our mil-
itary." 
It made other students reconsider 
their actions and made many aware of 
their freedoms and privileges. 
"It made me realize that we're not 
invulnerable to anything, and we had more 
unity with each other as a country after-
wards," said junior Timothy Richards. ''We 
began t9 lObk out for everyone, -no! just 
ourselves.-" · 
Some students moved on while others 
can't. . 
"People will grieve., then they accept 
and move on;" said sophomore Omar 
Prieto. "lt's how it works." 
But junior Dawn Futcher said she still 
·cries when she thinks about the terrorist 
attacks. 
''.A lot of people have moved on, but I 
think I never will," she said. "The wound is 
still fresh." 
Muslims forced to acknowledge 
and def end their religion 
JASON lRSAY 
STAFF WRITER 
Imaney Siddiqui does 'not wear a 
burqa. She doesn't look Muslim. Siddiqui 
says her ambiguous appearance has 
spared her from the prejudice and hatred 
that many of her friends have faced since 
Sept.11. 
"For me not a lot changed, because I 
don't wear a butqa," said Siddiqui. "I've 
been at school, where most people are edu-
cated." 
If she had spent the past year in a dif-
.f erent, less enlightened setting, Siddiqui 
_said she ·thinks she might have experi-
enced more intolerance. 
If UCF students lives changed after 
Sept. 11., life for Muslims have changed 
even more .. 
· ''A friend of mine had· to trim his · 
beard," said Siddiqui. 
The friend did so to avoid the hatred 
that many people direct toward men who 
look overtly Arab. • 
Siddiqui's friend, the imam (religious 
leader) of a mosque, has had deal with 
hatred and Violence first hand. A man came 
into the mosque and shot at the imam. The 
imam did not suffer any injuries but weeks 
later he did receive several bomb threats. 
Siddiqui said that after people learn 
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' enn Rem em ... . 
·softball right fielder Rachelle Schmidt joined 
more than 400 others at a noon memorial 
service held in the Student Union Wednesday. 
UCF Police Lt. Mike Zelanes says the Pledge 
of Allegiance at the noon memorial service. 
Minutes between the first plane hitting the 
north tower of the World Trade Center 
(8:46 a.m.)' and the second plane hitting the 
south tower (9:03 a.m.) 
• 
e 
.. 
Jim Schmidt displays his patriotism with the Stars and Stripes during 
- the candlelight vigil held at the reflecting pond. 
Charlotte Chapa places a candle beside the reflecting pond during a ca-ndle-
light vigil that attracted thousands of students Wednesday night. 
Minutes betwt:<en the collapse of the south 
tower (10:05 a.m.) and the north tower 
(10:29 a.rn.) 
"We've got a long way to go to be a truly diverse university," 
President John Hitt told attendees of the candlelight vigil 
Photos by 
Joe Kaleita 
Minutes between the first World Trade Center 
attack (8:46 a.m.) and the Pentagon 
attack (9:43 a.m.) 
Estimated 'temperature of the fire in the 
World Trade Center towers, in 
degrees Fahrenheit 
Tons of exploding ll 
to the forGe with whicl 
World Trade C 
....... ,. ____ ,, ____ .. ......... . 
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.~ Students unite, reflect at campus ceremony 
. Rev. Davis upsets 
students with 
religious .sermon 
LEON TERRY 
STAFF WRITER 
Students were both surprised 
and upset at UCF's U-Knighted We 
Stand memorial when guest speak-
ers pushed .strong religious mes-
11 sages rather~ than cherishing the 
memories of those lost in the events 
of Sept. 11. _ 
"I thought it was too preachy, 
~ said Nichole Bull9ck. "I was .expect-
ing m_ore of a memorial." 
Christina Dorn agreed. "It just 
wasn't very emotional, and not 
diverse at all. There wasn't a single 
fem ale speaker." 
Hosted by the Alpha Epsilon Pi 
, fraternity, the service drew thou-
sands of students to UCF's 
Reflecting Pond for the candlelight 
vigil and speakers. · 
It was the Rev.· Paul Davis who 
alienated most of the students. by 
opening his speech with the state-
ment, "This ,..national criSiS" has "' 
become the crucible upon which 
our character has been forged." 
"We (Americans) are spiritual-
( ly bankrupt," and "Today we ask 
God to bless America, but will 
America bless God?" he asked the 
audience. 
Said Sharon Israel, "I couldn't 
believe it when he said that." 
''A lot of my friends I'm here 
with are Jewish - it's not like this 
only affected Christians," she said . 
· When UCF President John Hitt 
addressed students, he kept his 
message simple and straight°for-
ward. 
"We have to reflect on what 
these events mean to \IS," he said in 
his speech. "Every hour of every 
day is a gift from God." 
Col. Jam es Laughlin, who led 
students - in the Pledge _ of 
Allegiance, was also a gilest $peak-
er. 
' 
"Looking back on the last year, 
I can say that I am proud to be an 
American and- a soldier," he said: 
"The strength Of any nation is 
measured in our will. In the end, 
our will is measured by our value to 
each other." 
Local Historian Joshua Marks, 
who worked at Ground Zero after 
the 9-11 attacks, followed 
Laughlin:'s speech. He recited mes-
sages that rescue workers had 
written in the dust where the World 
Trade Center towers once stood. 
Student Government President 
Marco Pefi~ was the last to speak. 
He encouraged UCF students to 
join together to fight against hatred 
and intolerance in his speech. · 
"We're all in this together," he 
said. "We rise and fall as one." 
After the speakers finished, the 
candlelight vigil began while God 
Bless the USA played over two loud 
speakers. Most students had joined 
in singing the patriotic hymn by the 
second verse. Others chanted 
U.S.A. to show their patriotism. 
"This is amazing," said Eric 
Fishman. "I've never seen this 
many students come together on 
·campus, even for Spirit Splash (a 
Homecoming event)." 
Mat Sadler 
tries to 
keep his 
candle lit 
during the 
vigil at The 
Reflecting 
Pond 
Wednesday 
~ight. 
: Muslims Jear -discrimin-ation in workplace 
FROM PAGE 3 
~ she is Muslim, they usually ask . 
her questions about -her religion. 
"I have to explain Islam more, 
educate people," she said~ But 
Siddiqui doesn't mind, she would 
rather enlighten people than allow 
them to carry false perceptions~ 
Simi Imtiaz said that · while 
UCF students have, for the most 
part, responded to .Muslims in a 
positive way, she heard freshman 
' classmates in her humanities 
class last fall make many ignorant 
comments.' 
"You ·~ wouldn't . know I'm 
Muslim,''"~,""said Imtiaz. "But I 
wouldn't _ say I'm a Muslim as 
. · quickly no~ as I used to." 
· Imtiaifears.she'll be discrim-
.inated against when she applies 
for jobs because of her religion 
and she said she has heard preju-
dice comments from people at her 
·workplace. 
Salma Riaz said her first 
experience with ·discrimination 
occurred at a New .York .airport. 
Riaz was racially profiled at the 
aiIJ>ort when she was returning 
from Pakistan with her two sis-
ters. 
"We were waiting in line at a 
security checkpoint and I was 
wearing traditional clothes," she 
said. "The three of us happened to -
be picked for random searches, 
they didn't pick anyone else." 
She said . that one hundred. 
people waited in line with her that 
day. 
Zebra Siddiqlli said she has 
learned much about her relig}on, 
out of necessity, in the year since 
the terrorist attacks. 
"Right after 9-11, I was 
scared,,; she said. "I felt I had to 
def end niy religion. After 9-11 I've 
learned a lot more about Islam so 
I could answer people's ques-
tions." 
Siddiqui said her mother, an 
elementary school teacher, has 
suffered more prejudice from her 
students than Siddiqui has at 
Estimated speed at which Uilited 
Airlines Flight 175 hit the south tower, 
in miles per hour 
Estimated speed ·at which American 
Airlines Flight 11 hit the north tower, 
in miles per hour 
Units of blood collected by the New York 
Blood Center within 12 hours of the attacks 
-- II! 
UCF. 
''Are you a terrorist?" stu-
dents ask Siddiqui' s mother. She 
said she thinks her mother's stu- . 
dents probably adopted that atti-
tude from the media or from their 
parents. 
" Siddiqui said things like that 
make her feel alienated in a coun-
try that now forces her to 
acknowledge her religion .. 
"Before I didn't feel I was 
Muslim," she said. "I felt more a 
part of America." 
Percentage-point increase in President Bush's. 
approval rating between Sept. 10 and 
Sept. 14 (51 percent to 86 percent) 
6 
Common sense in the air 
Whatever else the new Transpor-
tation Security Administration does, it 
has earned the gratitude of air travel-
. ers by squelching some annoyingly 
mindless security measures. 
James Loy; the.head of the TSA, 
announced Wednesday the imminent 
demise of two routine security ques-
tions that have been posed for years. 
Those questions: "Has anyone 
unknown to you asked you to carry an 
item on this flight?" and "Have any of 
the items you are traveling with been 
out of your immediate control since the 
time you packed them?" 
The questions are being cut 
because they "lost whatever original 
value they contributed," and had never 
prevented a bombing or hijacking, Loy 
told reporters. 
That makes sense. Atop the list of 
other meaningless security measures 
was the ban, reversed last week, on 
carrying beverages in paper or foam 
cups through the metal detectors. And 
earlier this summer, authorities 
scrapped the edict that people be 
forced to drink from sealed containers 
they were carrying. That rule had led 
to an incident in which a guard 
ordered a woman flying through New 
York's Kennedy Airport to sip from bot-
tles of her own breast milk to prove 
she wasn't carrying a dangerous liq-
uid. 
Those practices and que.stions 
symbolized a system that is still strug-
gling to ·shed a pre-Sept. 11 mindset. 
Yes, we should be asking air trav-
elers questions, and building a better 
screening sy&tem to focus on identify-
ing travelers who may pose a threat. 
We need to be asking those travelers 
not two fame questions, but a battery 
of queries designed to gauge the extent 
of a potential threat, along the lines of 
what the Israeli airline El Al does. 
Security officers need to be trained to 
discern suspicious behavioral clues 
that should prompt a more detailed 
examin~tion. 
".You can screen every bag until 
you're blue in the face, you can have 
this rigorous checkpoint screening ... 
but until you start focusing on people, 
then you've really not responded 
appropriately to September 11," says 
Michael Wascom of the Air Transport 
Association, which represents the big 
airlines. 
Of course, no system of airport 
security is perfect. But one that strip-
searches U.S. Rep. John Dingell - as 
happened earlier this year - and 
seems to disproportionately target sen-
ior citizens because they often pay for 
their tickets with cash or ~eek is still 
seriously out of whack. ' 
It's easy for Congress to set dead-
lines and demand results. But revamp-
ing national air security can't and · 
won't be done quickly. Indeed, many 
projects related to increased airport 
security are already behind schedule. 
For instance, the Dec. 31 deadline set 
by Congress to install machines to 
screen all baggage for explosives is 
likely to be extended or modified, 
mainly becau,se there aren't enough of 
the $1-million-plus, 16,000-pound 
machines to do the job yet. 
A key effort is a more sophisticat-
ed passenger screening computer sys-
tem, linking to databases from the . 
FAA, the FBI, the Customs Service, the 
INS and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, among others. 
That would enable the agency to devel-
op a useful passenger profile to target 
potential threats, based on an array of 
information, not just ethnicity. That 
system was due to be rolled out by the 
anniversary of the attacks, but has 
been delayed, mainly because of the 
enormous challenge of melding com-
pletely different computer and soft-
ware systems across several federal 
agencies, according to experts. 
That should be a high priority; 
because without such a program, 
screeners will continue to waste valu-
able time on law-abiding traveiers. 
-KNIGHT RIDDER/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 
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Heroes off the field 
Students recognize · 
sports icons for 
contributions to 
their communities 
KRISTY SHONKA 
STAFF WRITER 
Before Sept. 11, sports fans 
threw the word hero at ~yone who 
made the game-saving 
catch, the walk-off home 
run, the last-minute shot. 
The terrorist attacks, how-
ever, made sports . fans 
rethink how loosely they 
used the word hero and 
when athletes deserve the 
titles. 
At UCF, the students of 
the inaugural class of the 
De Vos Sport Business 
Management Program, 
spent Sept. 11 sharing sto-
ries about their sports heroes. While 
some of these athletes are considered 
the best at their sports, they were rec-
ognized at this seminar for their con-
tributions off the field. 
Their heroes consisted of peace-
makers, war heroes and pioneers. 
Those who fight racism and sexism, 
lend a helping hand or have defeated 
the odds. 
Jennifer Rowland's hero is Pat 
Tillman, an NFL player who joined 
the .army after the terrorist attacks. 
He .passed up a $3.6 million contract 
with the Arizona Cardinals to serve 
I woke up extra early this morning and looked 
outside. Instead of the usual Florida sunshine, an 
eerie overcast came through the window. How appro-
priate I thought - I went on campus around 8:15 
a.m. The atmosphere was almost surreal - people 
were wearing the red white and blue that symbolize 
so much for so maoy of us. They were united in one 
common goal: to go ,on with their normal lives, 
because, as our president stated so eloquently lasr 
year. if we do not. they will have won! 
Walking into the cramped Key West 
Auditorium for the memorial service later that day, I 
was taken aback, almost to tears, by the sight I saw 
- togetherness. solidarity. Everyone was standing 
there watching the proceedings, reflecting on the 
past year. The divisions we face everyday, whether 
they be race, gender, age, or sexual orientation. had 
all been wiped away by some common threads that 
this nation. 
Tenllis star Billy Jean King is 
Shelly Driggers' hero. King was a pio-
neer of. women's sports. She fought • 
fot and won equal pay for men and 
women at the U.S. Open. She defeated 
Bobby Riggs in 1973 in the legendary .· 
"Battle of the Sexes." She also found-
ed the Women's Sports Foundation. 
Brian Barrington calls track star 
Jesse Owens his hero. When Owens .. 
won four gold medals at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics, he gave hope to 
black Americans. 
Sarah Wong admires UCF alum-
na and soccer player Michelle Akers. 
Akers was the first female 
soccer player to earn a 1i 
commercial endorsement. 
An Olympic gold medalist 
in 1996 and World 
Champion in 1991 and < 
1999, she was the FIFA 
Player of the C~ntury for 
the 20th century. She .. 
accomplished this while 
battling chronic fatigue 
immune dysfunction syn-
.AKERS drome. She now works 4' 
with Soccer Outreach 
International, an organization she 
established which runs clinics, camps 
and outreach groups. 
Warrick Dunn's program Jiomes · 
for the Holidays makes the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneer Casey Knoettgen's • 
sports }!ero. Through this program, 
Dunn makes down payments and fur-
nishes homes for singie mothers. · 
Four-time Tour de France cham- ' 
pion Lance Armstrong is Greg Good's 
sports hero. Armstrong battled and 
beat testicular cancer, · and now 
serves as a spokesperson for cancer 
victims. 
bound us there at that moment in, time: freedom. 
companionship, mourning -: Americans! It was truly 
beautiful. 
But then I ask myself and I ask you - Why did " 
it take a tragedy like that of Jast Sept. 11 to bring us 
together? Why can't we live everyday without intol-
erance, crime, hatred, and other horrible things? Is 
Sept. 11 a day. of mourning? I say no! It is a day of 
reftection. even celebration, when we can give thanks 
to God for being here, and we celebrate the fact that 
we are citizens of not only The United States, or 
wherever you call home - but united we are citizens 
of the world! This day should be a new beginning. 
Much like springtime bears new life, so too should 
Sept. 11 renew our souls. - • 
God Bless Us All! 
-ALEX R. 6AR(JA • 
• 
North Star Summit 
"Leaders Me.eting Leaders" 
September 14, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, 
SU Pegasus Ballroom 
SPACES NOW OPEN TO ANY STUDENT 
The·North Star Summit is an opportunity for advanced 
student leaders ~o enhance their leadership 
development, while making connections with fellow 
. leaders at the University of Central Florida. These 
leaders yvill participate in a day filled with activities 
designed to contribute to their l~adership abilities. A 
keynote speaker, informational sessions, team 
building activities, and more will be included in this 
Summit an_d will allow collaboration and -
communication a~ong students. The North Star · 
Summit will be executed in a concurrent learning 
workshop format, with many topics qffered at the 
same time. RSVP to EKCEL@mail.ucf.edu. 
' . 
FREE!. FUN! LEADERS-HIP!. 
THE. NoRT~ STAR SUMMIT 
Bmught to you by 
VOiunteer UC.F 
- Make a Differen·ce! 
Make a difference in the world by volunteering your 
time to help others. Volunteer UCF in here to help you 
do just that! We will have an interest table outside. the 
Student Union next Wednesday, Sept 18, and every two· 
weeks on Wednesdays, from 11 am to 3 pm. Comeiind 
- out about service opportunities, and how you can make 
a difference. ·vucF will help you find the service 
opportunity that is right for you! 
4 I ~~ J.• • .: .. .: ' -·~ • • • •• • ~ •a • a • ' • •J: .' ~~ J • _, ... 40 Upcoming volunteer opportun1t1e-s: · 
Thursday, September 12 
10 am - 6 pm Blood Drive, SU, South Patio 
2 pm - 4 pm Mentor Training Session, S.U Key West, Rm. 21 BB 
Wednesday, September 18 
11 am - 3 pm VUCF Interest Table, SU South Patio 
Saturday, September 21 
10:30 am - 1 :30 pm Bingo at Life Care Center. Play Bingo with 
senior citizens. Carpool in front of Millican Hall at 9:30 am. 
Wednesday, September 25 
11 am - 2 pm Green Ribbon Day. 
. Voh:mteers are needed to give away free goodies such as 
t-shirts, frisbees, and green ribbions; pass out literature to 
interested students, and answer questions regarding organ 
a~d t _issue donation. SU South Patio 
Uisit-us on the Web at: osa.ucf.edu 
Funded by the Act~vity and Service Fee as allocated by· the Student Government Association 
.· 
- . 
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